Standards-Based Unit Plan

Developed by:  Kaleo Akim, Carol Chung, Kama Ka‘aikaula, Pam Wakukawa, and Patricia Espiritu Halagao.

Course:  U.S. History




Grade:  10th and 11th 
Unit Title:  Conflict: A Necessary Evil

Purpose/Essential Question:  Is conflict a necessary evil for change in our societies’ racial, global, political and economic relationships?
Curriculum Areas:  Social Studies, Language Arts, Educational Technology
General Learner Outcomes:

· The ability to be responsible for one’s own learning

· The understanding that it is essential for human beings to work together

· The ability to be involved in complex thinking and problem solving

· The ability to recognize and produce quality performance and quality products

Content Standards and Benchmarks (based on HCPS II):

1. Change, Continuity, Causality – Students employ chronology to understand change and/or continuity and cause and/or effect in history. (Social Studies – history)

· Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation of change.

· Explain how change occurs at varying rates during different time periods and in different regions of the world.

2. Historical Empathy – Students learn to judge the past on its own terms and use that knowledge to understand present day issues, problems, and decision making.  (Social Studies – history)

· Apply knowledge of historical periods to assess present-day issues and decision making.

3. Historical Inquiry – Students use tools and methods of historians to transform learning from memorizing historical data to “doing history.”  (Social Studies – history)

· Distinguish information that is relevant vs. irrelevant and essential vs. incidental to research and assess the credibility of the sources.

· Use appropriate evidence gathered from historical research in written, oral, visual, or dramatic presentations.

4. Historical Perspectives and Interpretations – Students explain historical events with multiple interpretations rather than explanations that point to historical linearity or inevitability.  (Social Studies – history)

· Assess the quality of historical interpretations based on the arguments they advance and the evidence they use.

5. Human Systems – Students analyze how people organize their activities on earth through their analysis of human populations, cultural mosaic, economic interdependence, settlement, and conflict and cooperation.  (Social Studies – geography)

· Evaluate how political, social, and economic factors impact settlement, development, and territorial cooperation and conflict.

6. Range – Read a range of literary and informative texts for a variety of purposes.  (Language Arts – reading and literature)

· Read to understand many dimensions of human experience (e.g., social, cultural, philosophical, ethical).

· Read to research an issue, theme, or thesis using technological and traditional informational sources.

7. Range – Write using various forms to communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences.  (Language Arts – writing)

· Write a variety of responses to reflect on learning.

8. Range – Students will communicate orally using various forms – interpersonal, group, and public – for a variety of purposes and situations.  (Language Arts – oral communication)

· Take and defend a position in a debate to consider an issue from differing perspectives.

· Participate in informal and formal groups (e.g., forum, symposium, parliamentary procedure) for a variety of purposes.

9. Educational Technology – Students will use internet to research information.
NCSS Themes:

I. Culture

II. Time, Continuity, and Change

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

VI Power, Authority & Governance 

Broad Understandings/ Generalizations:

· Conflict is inevitable.

· Economic instability leads to political conflict.

· Differing beliefs fight for dominance.

· War fuels change.

· Diversity can breed unfair treatment.

· Conflict causes multi-dimensional changes.
Driving Questions:
· Is conflict inevitable?

· What causes political conflict?  Economic problems?  Social problems?
· What are differing beliefs?  What happens when we have differing beliefs?
· Why does war fuel change?  How does it fuel change?
· How was the war racist?
· What are the effects of war?
Culminating Activity: WW2 Scrapbook
Resources:
· Ronald Takaki Double Victory: A Multicultural History of WW2
· Howard Zinn People’s History of the United States
· "An Untold Triumph: The Story of the 1st & 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiments, U.S. Army."  http://www.untoldtriumph.com/

· Pinoy Teach, Ch 6,7,&8

· Fred Cordova Filipino Americans: Forgotten Asian Americans

Background Summary of World War II

Context
The stock market crash of 1929 sent the nation into the Great Depression.  Banks failed.  Businesses closed.  And millions of Americans lost their jobs.  Franklin Roosevelt won the election of 1932 with the promise of a New Deal.  FDR’s New Deal did not end the Great Depression, but it did help some Americans.

WW II
By 1939, dictators in Europe and Asia had plunged the world into a new war.  When World War II began, the United States remained neutral.  After the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United States joined the Allies.  Slowly, the Allied forces turned the tide of war.  Yet, the drive to victory was long and costly.  By May 1945, the Allies defeated Germany.  Japan surrendered after the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  (From the textbook American Nation (p.64)
Building the Background
Day 1

Starter Activity:  Large group discussion:  "What is conflict?"

· Cite examples of conflict.
· Drawing parallels on the idea of neutrality:  read newspaper 


articles on Arab-Israeli conflict prior to Sept. 11, 2001.  Poll

class on U.S. involvement in this conflict. (What stance should the 

U.S. take in the Middle East conflict?) Read newspaper

article after Sept. 11, poll class again on U.S. involvement.

Compare newspaper articles on WWII prior to the attack on Pearl

Harbor with articles after Dec. 7, 1941.  Is there a difference in the

way the war is depicted?  Note:  79% of Americans supported

a neutral stance before the Pearl Harbor attack.

· Give overview of the unit

· Driving question:  Is conflict inevitable?

Day 2

Explanation of culminating activity.  



What is a scrapbook?  What is its purpose?  How is a scrapbook



different from a journal, yearbook, or photo album?  What items



are included in a scrapbook?



Read background information of worldwide economic depression.


Create chart depicting the ripple effects of a severe economic



downturn.

Day 3  
Economic simulation:  Scramble for Resources 



(adapted from History Alive unit on colonialism)

Student teams form countries and engage in a race for resources in the classroom by planting their flags on the items within a set 
time period.  Write a short team essay on factors which determined success in the simulation, as well as perceptions formed regarding successful and unsuccessful "countries". Large group discussion citing examples from history of the quest for resources abroad.

Day 4 

WW 2 Video depicting aggression by Japan, Germany, and Italy


Write a letter to the editor from the standpoint of inhabitants of



Manchuria, Austria, and Ethiopia regarding the invasions 



by the Axis nations.

Day 5

Preparation for talk show:  (Role play) Mussolini, Hirohito, Hitler, 


FDR, and their advisors present their individual political ideologies 


and their visions for their nations.  Members of the audience form



teams in support of one of the talk show guests and prepare 




questions for the other three.

Day 6

Talk show enacted.



Create a chart contrasting the differing ideologies
Deepening the Understanding

Day 7  
How does war fuel change?  Is it bad or good? What are the effects of war?

· Bad examples are the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Read Sadako and A thousand Paper Cranes.

· Create a paper crane and a dairy entry of how you would feel if you were a survivor of Hiroshima.  To be put into your scrap book.

· Introduce debate criteria
Day 8  
Japanese Internment camps; Learn about negative effects by examining the Read primary documents from A Jackdow Portfolio by Leona Hiraoka and Ken Masugi “The Bill of Rights in Crisis”
· Compare Japanese, Afro American, and Hawaiian in terms of bill of rights violations.
· Taking the role as one of these ethnicities write a letter to your congressman expressing your concern for the violation of the bill of rights. To be used in scrapbook.
Day 9 
Different Ethnic Groups Multiple Perspectives on WW 2 

Read about the “good effects” of war by reading excerpt from Ronald Takaki’s Double Victory: A Multicultural History of America in World War 2 
· Break up into groups every group is given a reading topic to find resources and become an expert on. Afro-American, Navajo, Women, Filipino, etc. Do a jigsaw activity and have the experts explain what they read to the others in the group. Also have experts make 5 questions that will be used for a quiz at the end of class.

· Quiz students orally using the 5 questions from each group. 
View documentary: Untold Triumph: 1st & 2nd Filipino Infantry, US Army

Day 10  
Prepare for debate. Students are to be partnered up with someone.  They are to go to the computer room and research the topic is war good or bad?

· They will not be told what side of the debate they will be on until the day of the debate.  They must know both sides of the argument.
· Go over debate procedures
Day 11 
Debate War: Good or Bad?

· Break class into small groups have them debate in small groups as teacher roams around room.
· Pick best pro and best con debaters to debate in front of the whole class
· Have students write a pro-con paper on the war
Day 12 
Turn in and present WW2 Scrap book to classmates.  Display scrapbook in Arizona Memorial Center for people to view and learn more about WW2.
Applying the Learning

Culminating Activity: Students will create a scrapbook. The purpose of the scrapbook is to look back in time, documenting WWII from different perspectives. The scrapbook will show how the students remember WWII. The activity will be completed individually each student will be responsible to turn in a scrapbook. The students will have something to add to their scrapbook after each lesson/activity.  The scrapbook will be turned in on the last day of the unit, day 12.  Students must be able to explain each scrapbook entry.  The scrapbooks will include after day: 
1 and 2, a newspaper article that they wrote about WWII.

3 - a write up of their perspective (have or have nots) from the economic game activity.

4, 5, and 6 - a biography that they wrote on a key character form WWII.

7 - something that represents the literature they read (summary, picture, diary, paper crane...)

8 - personal accounts from survivors of internment camps from literature read.

9 - write up of the information they were responsible for from the jigsaw activity.

10 and 11 - write up about the debate from their pro/ con perspective. 
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