Unit Title: Can’t We All Just Get Along
Created by: Hedder Ilustre

Purpose/Essential Question: How can we avoid conflict that has been fueled by our differences?
Curriculum Areas: Social Studies, Language Arts, Visual Arts
Audience: My target audience is 8th grade students in a lower, middle or even an upper class setting. They will be in their pre-teen years and can be of a variety of ethnicities. I think students who speak English as a second language would add a lot of value to this Unit because they will be able to share their experiences. Also, some students with learning disabilities are able to focus when their task is to perform, or incorporates art, therefore this unit would also be beneficial to them as well. Prior to this unit these student will have studied US History from the Revolutionary war to pre-Civil War. 

Duration: 2-weeks (Approximately) 
General Learner Outcomes:

· Self-directed Learner (The ability to be responsible for one’s own learning) 

· Community Contributor (The understanding that it is essential for human beings to work together) 

· Complex Thinker (The ability to demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving) 

· Quality Producer (The ability to recognize and produce quality performance and quality products) 

· Effective Communicator (The ability to communicate effectively) 

· Effective and Ethical User of Technology (The ability to use a variety of technologies effectively and ethically) 
NCSS Themes:

I. Culture and Cultural Diversity

II. Time, continuity, and change

III. People, Places and Environments

VI. Power, Authority and Governance 

VII. Production, Distribution and Consumption 
Content Standards and Benchmarks:
Social Studies

Standard 1: Historical Understanding: CHANGE, CONTINUITY, AND CAUSALITY-Students will understand change and/or continuity and cause and/or effect in history.
Standard 2: Historical Understanding: INQUIRY, EMPATHY AND PERSPECTIVE- Students will use the tools and methods of inquiry, perspective, and empathy to explain historical events with multiple interpretations and judge the past on its own terms.
Standard 3: History: UNITED STATES HISTORY
Students will understand important historical events in accordance to the American Civil War.
Language Arts
Standard 3: Reading: LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS: Students will be able to respond to literary texts from a range of stances: personal, interpretive, critical.
Standard 4: Writing: CONVENTIONS AND SKILLS: Students will use writing process and conventions of language and research to construct meaning and communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences using a range of forms
Standard 6: Oral Communication: CONVENTIONS AND SKILLS: Students will be able to apply knowledge of verbal and nonverbal language to communicate effectively in various situations: interpersonal, group, and public: for a variety of purposes
Standard 7: Oral Communication: RHETORIC: Students will be able to adapt messages appropriately to address audience, purpose, and situation.
Visual Arts
Standard 1: VISUAL ARTS: Students will be able to understand and apply art materials, techniques, and processes in the creation of works of art and understand how the visual arts communicate a variety of ideas, feelings, and experiences
Standard 2: MUSIC: Students will understand and apply elements of music and understand how music communicates ideas, feelings, and experiences across cultures

Standard 3: DRAMA AND THEATRE: Students will understand and apply the skills of acting, design, and technical theatre and understand the role of drama in various cultures throughout history
Standard 4: DANCE: Understand and apply elements of dance, appreciate how dance communicates meaning, and recognize its role across cultures and throughout history
Generalization:

-Civil war is a war between factions in the same country

-Differences and discriminations lead to civil war.
-Misunderstandings and ignorance cause fear which leads to civil war.
-Struggle over power and authority can lead to civil war.
-Civil war affects the society involved with conflict
Driving Questions:

-How can differences and discriminations lead to civil war?

-How do misunderstanding and ignorance cause fear and lead to civil war?

-How does economics play a role in civil war?

-How can struggle over power and authority lead to civil war?

-What are effects of civil war on different groups?

Culminating Activity:

Write a Treaty to 7th graders

Middle School Musical Medley

Background Summary of American Civil War
Context


Abraham Lincoln was nominated President of the United States. This signified a shift in the power of the government from Democrat to Republican. This shift generated fear among southern plantation owners and they believed this new government would potentially abolish slavery. Many southern states decided to secede from the Union soon after the election. Lincoln did not believe these states could legally secede but had hoped for a peaceful solution. However, sectionalism developed in the north and the south and war seemed inevitable to some (Foner, 496).

Civil War


Also known as the War Between the States, the Civil War was fought between the northern states and the southern states. Some fought to preserve the Union our forefathers protected (from tyranny) and some fought for states rights, but the main issue and cause of the Civil War was slavery. This war divided towns, neighborhoods, households and families. Brothers fought against brothers and fathers fought against sons. More than 600,000 American soldiers died during this war. This is more than the total amount of US soldiers that died in WWI, WWII, and the Korean War (Wiegand, 173).  

Describe Unit
Building the Background – In this part, we will focus on the key concepts of diversity and difference  by looking at the different kinds of cliques at school, and record these groups. We will then use these examples of groups in a class activity. 
Deepening the Understanding – We will take a day or two to critically watch the film High School Musical. After watching the film and in small groups, we will compare the perspectives of African-Americans, Native Americans and Women of the Civil War Era to the characters in the movie.
Applying the Learning – The students will perform a musical medley of songs they have written. The music may be from High School Musical, Grease and Westside Story. Their performance will be a dedication to the 7th grade class in order to keep the school united, similar to how the Union fought to keep the country united during the American Civil War.
Resources
Steve Weigand US History for Dummies
Ronald Takaki A Different Mirror A History of Multicultural America
Kenneth C. Davis Don’t Know Much About the Civil War: Everything You Need to 


Know about America’s Greatest Conflict but Never Learned

James W. Loewen Lies My Teacher Told Me
James West Davidson & Mark Hamilton Lytle After the Fact
BUILDING THE BACKGROUND

Lesson 1: Clique it!
Starter activity 
As a class, discuss the different cliques at school and make sure someone is recording these different types of cliques.
Discuss Stereotypes

· what are stereotypes?
· what kinds of problems can it cause?
· why would it lead to these problems?
· discuss prejudice and racism

· how are stereotypes related to prejudice and racism
Begin Activity- 

· put the cliques on students backs
· students must ask yes or no questions to figure out what clique they are 
Reflection

· What kinds of questions did you ask?

· How did it make you feel when you were asking questions?

· How did it make you feel when you were answering questions?

· How are these cliques alike? How are they different?
· Do these different groups hangout together?

· Is there conflict between these social groups? Why?

Homework – Find other examples of different groups having internal conflict? It can be past or present. Print it out online or write a paragraph or two.
Lesson 2 : Territorialism and Boundaries
· Share examples of other types of internal conflicts in groups

· Examples: Divorce, interracial relationships, family factions, etc. make sure to discuss the conflict between 7th and 8th graders.

Activity
· Split into groups
· Draw out map of school

· Where do these people hang out? Map it out.
Lesson 3: Explain Culminating activity

Middle School Musical Medley– Students will be performing a musical medley of songs they have written. This musical medley will be dedicated to the 7th graders as a promise to keep the school united instead of separated between 7th and 8th graders. We will discuss the movies High School Musical, Grease, and Westside Story. Students will research these movie plots and think of ideas they can use for their activity.
Lesson 4: Movie Time
· Watch High School Musical

· Note similarities between High School Musical and school cliques

· Analyze movie – Who were the leaders? How can differences and discriminations lead to conflict? How do misunderstandings and ignorance cause fear and lead to conflict?
· Analyze characters and plot

· Listen to the songs
· Do storyboard during the film
Homework – Double bubble the similarities to high school musical and your own cliques? If possible listen to song lyrics online.
Lesson 5: Introduce Data Retrieval Chart
	
	Cliques in Our School
	Cliques in High School Musical
	

	Who are the different groups involved? 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	What are some of the “battles” that occurred?
	· 
	· 
	· 

	What are some of the effects of conflicts within the groups?
	· 
	· 
	· 


(Note: we have not discussed civil war yet)
Lesson 6: Primary and Secondary Sources

Activity

*Primary and Secondary Sources


- Split into 3 groups


- Group three will leave the classroom

- Group one will play the game “telephone” but with actions instead of words


- Group two will watch group one play Action Telephone


- Group one representative will write on the board a description of what they did


- Group two representative will write on the board a description of what they saw


- Group three representative will write on the board a description of what he read

- Explain that group one and two are Primary Sources and group three is a


secondary source

Homework – Divide class into two groups (North and South) They need to find primary 


sources on Civil War. Think about who is writing these documents, who 



were these documents written for and why?



( Find documents on Fugitive Slave Law, Bleeding Kansas, the Dred 



Scott Decision)
Lesson 7: Introduce Civil War

- Split into North and South groups


- Each group read through the Primary Sources they found 


- Make sure they are Primary Sources if not provide what I found


Northern Primary Sources

Black soldiers view on being a soldier – “It is the duty of every colored man to 
vindicate his manhood by becoming a soldier and with his stout arm to battle for 
the emancipation of his race.” (pg 123, Takaki)

“…As a nation, we began by declaring that ‘all men are created equal’. We 
now practically read it all men are created equal except the negroes.” Lincoln  (Davis, 126)


“Battle Cry of Freedom” (Loewen, 189)


Gettysburg Address – Lincoln (Wiegand, 369)


“I, John Brown, am now quite certain that the crimes of this guilty land will never 
be purged away but with Blood. I had as I now think vainly flattered myself that 

without very much bloodshed, it might be done.” (Davis, 135)
-Southern Primary Sources 
- Picture by a confederate soldier (pg 180 Davidson & Lytle)

 “the Bottom Rails on top now”



- Picture page (pg182 Davidson & Lytle) Slaves happy




- Story Squires Jackson (pg 181 Davidson & Lytle)




- “Not by one word or look can we detect any change in the 

demeanor of these Negro servants…you could not tell that they 

even hear the awful ears night and day…Are they stolidly stupid, or wiser than we are, silent and strong, biding their time?” (Davidson & Lytle, 183) 
- Stephen Douglas “…I assert that this government can exist as they (our forefathers) made it, divided into free and slave States, if any one State chooses to retail slavery.” (Davis, 128)

- these quotes provide evidence of fear, and the lack of knowledge slave owners 
knew about their slaves
· Jigsaw North and South views

· Matthew Brady Civil War photos online

As a class discuss
· Why do conflicts occur? What are some reasons? How does power play a role? How does economics play a role?
Fill out data retrieval chart

	
	North
	South

	Who are the different groups involved? 
	· 
	· 

	What are some misunderstandings that caused conflict?
	· 
	· 

	What are some of the effects of conflicts within the groups?
	· 
	· 


Lesson 7: Map the Split
Geography

· Pass out map of the United States during the Civil War
· Have the map on a projector so the can see the split 

· Color the north and the south two different colors

· Go back to map of school, draw a visual split on their maps of all the different groups as well as use a major mark indicating the split between 8th graders and 7th graders
Lesson 8: Leaders

	
	Henry Clay
	Stephen Douglas
	Abe Lincoln

	What was this leader’s view on slavery?
	· 
	· 
	

	Name a famous quote or speech by this leader. 
	· 
	· 
	· 


Leaders

Abraham Lincoln: First we will focus on Abraham Lincoln. We will read his first and second inaugural address as well as the Gettysburg address. 

Discussion Questions after reviewing speeches: Did his views change? If so, how did they change? Imagine living during this time, and being Abraham Lincoln. What were some of the internal conflicts he was experiencing? Who were his supporters? How do you think they felt?
 Activity
· Each student will have a speech from a leader (Davis pg100-144 contains speeches from Henry Clay, Stephen Douglas, Abe Lincoln, Senator John C. Calhoun, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Beecher Stowe, George Fitzhugh and more)
· As student read have them think about: Who is writing? Who is speaking? To whom is this directed to? Why it was written?

· Presentation: Students read speech allowed and act in character. After students read speech students are to explain what they think this leader meant and why they were saying this.
Lesson 9: Civil War Music
During the Civil War Music was a way for soldiers to escape from reality as well as express their feelings. Even when soldiers from opposing sides heard a song they liked they would use the tune and sing their own words. That is why so many songs of the Civil War Era have two or more versions.
Activity

-   We will then look up songs from http://www.civilwarmusic.net/songs.php . 
-   Using a Venn Diagram or a double bubble we will find similarities and 
differences in these songs compared to the songs and lyrics of High School 
Musical.
-   We will then split into small groups using a Venn Diagram in these groups, we 
will compare High School Musical, the students lives, and Lincolns life.
· Students should come up with: dilemma of trying to do what’s right while 
pleasing everyone and trying to figure out what to do that will work.
Lesson 10 Battles
Lecture - Battles (Wiegand pg 176-178)
*First we will create a Civil War timeline of the battles fought

Using their US maps mark and date battle locations

· Fort Sumter – South fired first shot
· Bull Run – first large fight of the war
· Shiloh – Grants army caught napping
· Antietam – Lee’s first push into Northern Territory

· Chancellorsville – Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, one of Lee’s top generals killed
· Gettysburg – Lasted two days (July 2nd -4th) Lee forced to withdraw 
· Vicksburg – Union took control of the Mississippi River
· Chickamauga and Chattanooga – first big battles in Tennessee
· The Wilderness – Series of battles that wore down Lees army, Grant was criticized after this for being a butcher.
· Appottamox Courthouse – not a battle but where Lee me and surrendered to Grant
DEEPENING THE UNDERSTANDING

Lesson 11 Perspectives
Activity

· split into 3 groups doing perspectives
· need to have a discussion on these marginalized voices – you might want to have students “hunt” or be detectives to look for these perspectives in their textbooks. This will lead to a discussion on who is represented in history. Who writes history?

· each group has a perspective - African Americans, Native Americans, Women
· students will research information about their group (Did the laws apply to them? Why? Were they able to work? What kinds of jobs did they have? What was their pay like?)
· Using this information I will create a hunt sheet, and the students will have to hunt for information from other perspectives by asking questions 
Reflection Activity

· Students will pick a famous African-American of the time, popular Native Tribe, or a famous woman of the time

· They will then research this person or tribe and write a paragraph about this individual/tribe in first person 
· As a class we will then double-bubble the similarities and differences of a High School Musical cliques and African-Americans, Native Americans, and Women
Homework: Biographies – students are to choose a leader that they are interested in and write about them and their dilemmas (excluding Abraham Lincoln). Student is to compare and contrast their lives with this leader, as well as compare their dilemmas with the leader’s dilemma. This will be presented as a mind map.
APPLYING THE LEARNING 
Lesson 12 Dear 7th Grade
· Write letter to 7th grade – what you want them to get out of this performance? 
It’s a commitment/promise like an amendment.

· Go over definition of an amendment (The act of correcting a wrong; a statement that improves a document [wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn])

· Briefly go over some of our US amendments (Freedom of speech and the right to bear arms)

· Also, discuss options on how they would like to leave their promise – framed letter in a hallway? Painted on a wall? Would the class like something that is more permanent like a legacy?
Lesson 12 Pick the Tunes
· Pick music they liked from High School Musical, Grease or Westside Story or create a new tune. Maybe you’ll have some band or music people in your class.
· Vote as a class on favorite songs

· Split into groups

· Each group has a song which they will write words relating to either the civil war or the separation of cliques in school, or both.

· Each group must create and learn actions or dance moves 

Lesson 13 Letter Presentation
· Present letters to 7th graders

· Print out lyrics to 7th graders and to keep

· Practice

Lesson 14 Execute Culminating Activity!

· By executing the culminating activity my students will be building better relationships in the school. They will be dedicating their performance to the 7th grade as a promise to do their best to promote more united environment at school.
· The culminating activity will be scored on the thoughtfulness of the letter, participation in the performance and preparation for performance. This will be based on a 0-4 scale, 0 being poor and 4 being excellent.
RESOURCES
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