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Culminating Tasks/ Performance Assessment
Culminating tasks encompass many skills and usually have a direct application to real tasks people are asked to do in everyday life.  The culminating task has the following characteristics:

· Ask students to “show what they know”

· Requires both the elaboration of core knowledge content and the use of specific processes

· Emphasizes important learning/ key concepts

· Is complex, often with multiple steps and responses

· Insists that students be able to justify what they do (defend assumptions, predictions, and conclusions)

· Encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning

· Is often designed for an audience larger than the teacher, that is, others outside the classroom would find value in the work

· Is carefully crafted to measure what it purports to measure

