[image: image1.png]






Marking the Text:  Non-fiction (Argument)

Know what the purpose of the reading assignment is first.
1. Number the paragraphs: paragraph numbers will act as a reference so you can easily refer to specific sections of the texts.

2. Circle key terms, cited authors, and other essential words or numbers: 

a. Repeated words

b. Words defined by the author

c. Words used to explain or represent an idea

d. Used in an original or unique way

e. A central concept or idea

f. Relevant to one’s reading purpose.

3. Underline the author’s claim and other information relevant to the reading purpose:

a. A claim may appear anywhere in the text (beginning, middle, or end).

b. A claim may not appear explicitly in the argument, so the reader must infer it from the evidence presented in the text.

c. Often, an author will make several claims throughout his or her argument.

d. An author may signal his or her claim, letting you know that this is his or her position.
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