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Name: _________________________

Worksheet #1: Social Action Topic Selection Worksheet

Selecting a social action topic is a process of gradually narrowing down the area of interest in which you are interested and focusing on a manageable subject.

Keep in mind the following when selecting a general topic and when narrowing your topic:

· The topic should be of interest to you.

· The topic should fit into one of the following categories: identity, culture, arts, memories, history, perspective, colonialism, language, literature, immigration, social hierarchy, stereotypes, racism and local identity. 

· The topic should be significant and important enough that everyone should know about it.

· The topic should be in-depth and narrow in scope. It is better to focus on one issue in detail than to cover many issues superficially.

· The topic should reflect the availability of primary and secondary resources.

Project Types

There are five main categories of the Social Action project. Your project must fit into one of the four categories.

Identity, Culture, Arts: Definition.

Language, Literature and Culture: Definition.
Memories, History, and Perspective: Definition. 

Immigration, Local Culture & Identity, Stereotypes, and Conflict: Definition. 

Pop Culture. Definition.
Interest

To start out, you should think about the factors above which will determine the type of topic you can choose to research. Next, your area of interest will narrow your choices further.

My personal general interests include: (circle 5 interest subjects)

Agriculture

Architecture

Arts/Crafts

Business

Communication

Controversial Issues

Culinary Arts

Drama

Economics

Education
English

Entertainment

Environment

Fashion

Film

Geography

Government

Graphic Arts

Health
History

Industrial Arts

Languages

Law

Medical

Military

Music

Nutrition

Performing Arts

Radio

Recreation
Social Services

Sociology

Sports

Technology

Television

Tourism

Transportation

Visual Arts
Other

____________________

Issue

You then further narrow your topic to focus on a problem within your topic and interest. Write three (3) issues dealing with your topic and interest (example issues: Filipino representation in TV, Filipinos in higher education):

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic

You will now brainstorm possible topics for each of your three issues.


Questions
Create a question for each topic. Your question should be focused on the topics that you have identified previously.
Issue #1: Filipino representation on TV
	Topic
	Question

	gangs
	Why are Filipinos portrayed as gangs in movies?

	News media
	Why does the news media target Filipinos in association with negative news?

	Negative stereotypes
	How do negative stereotypes affect Filipinos in real life?


Issue #2:

	Topic
	Question

	
	

	
	

	
	


Issue #3:

	Topic
	Question

	
	

	
	

	
	


Solutions

List possible solutions that you think would solve your question (example: if people were made more aware of effects of negative stereotypes, TV material could represent more diverse characters and confront these stereotypes).

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Products
List products (tangible items) that can be created as a result of your solution (example: a script that shows Filipino’s strengths, a commercial about the effects of negative stereotypes).
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Effectiveness of Study (Measure of Success)

How will you be able to tell that your product(s) or program that you have created for your study is effective? In other words, how will “success” be measured? (example: a pre and post survey of the knowledge gained and its affects before and after the commercial).
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet #1 in Summary

Now that you have completed your worksheet, review each section, writing down your final choices for each category.
Category: Identity, Culture, Arts, Memories, History, Perspective, Colonialism, Language, Literature, Immigration, Racism, Local Culture & Identity, Conflict, and Pop Culture
Interest: 


Issue: 


Topic: 


Question: 


Solution: 


Product(s): 


Effectiveness of Study:
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What is your issue?





Filipino representation on TV





What are three (3) topics dealing with each issue?





News media





gangs





Negative stereotypes
























































