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The Structured Academic Controversy Protocol

Purpose:  

· Utilize structure in order to facilitate instructional conversation.

Targets:

· Actively participate in a conversation/class discussion

· Develop a deeper understanding about a topic

· Reflect on one’s learning

Supplies:

· Reading material (1 copy per student)

· Pencil, highlighter

· SAC handout

Activity:

· Day before – pose discussion question to class and have them complete the “Before reading” journal template.

· Have students read the article prior to class.  Students should mark texts prior to class.

· Distribute SAC handout.

· Review handout (consensus)

· Pose discussion question to begin discussion

· Reflect on learning using “After reading” journal template

The Structured Academic Controversy (SAC) Rules

1. I am critical of ideas, not people.

2. I focus on making the best decision possible, not on “winning”

3. I encourage everyone to participate and master all the relevant information.

4. I listen to everyone’s ideas, even if I do not agree.

5. I restate (paraphrase) what someone said if it is not clear.

6. I first bring out all the ideas and facts supporting both sides and then try to put them together in a way that makes sense.

7. I try to understand both sides of the issue.

8. I change my mind when the evidence clearly indicates that should do so. 

Assessment:

Optional Grouping:

Philosophical Chairs

Fishbowl

Hot Seat

Small groups
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